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BIODATA of Prof.Vissa Appa Rao 


3.1.1 Prof.Vissa Appa Rao: 

Prof. Vissa Appa Rao (1884-1966) was an Eminent Educationist and Physicist of South India. He 
worked as Professor of Physics at the Madras Presidency College (1909-1913) and (1927-1936), 
Rajahmundry Government Arts College (1914-1919) and (1922-1926) and at the Anantapur Government 
Arts College (1919-1922). Later on he worked as the Principal of the Rajahmundry Government Arts College 
and the Teachers College of Education during the years 1936-1938. In 1938 he became the Principal of the 
Andhra University Colleges at Visakhapatnam and worked there till 1940 when he retired from the Madras 
Educational Service. 

He was a classmate of the Nobel Laureate Sir C.V.Raman (1888-1970) at the Madras Presidency 


College. He was also a contemporary of Prof. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (1888-1975) at Madras Presidency 
College. 





Prof. Vissa Appa Rao 
(24'" May 1884— 30" July 1966) 


He was a well-known Musicologist and Founder Member of the Madras Music Academy (1928). He 
got published a Souvenir in English and Telugu with a Biography of the Saint Composer Tyagaraja Swami 
(1767-1847 AD) at Chennai. Also he published the complete collection of the saint's Carnatic kritis with 
philosophical explanations as well some rare kritis with musical notations. He was also a Member of the 
Advisory Board of Akashvani (AIR) and the Founder Member of the A.P.Sangeeth Natak Academy (1957). 
Prof. Appa Rao was honoured by the Madras Music Academy in its 3 Annual Conference on 1%t January 
1959. He identified that the Music Composer Kshetrayya (1600-1680 AD) originated from the Muvva Gopala 
temple kshetra of Krishna district and got the composer's Padas published. After his Scientific Presentation 
at the Central Sangeet Natak Academy (September 1958), Kuchipudi Dance system was Recognized 
Officially as a Classical Dance Tradition of India. This Historical Document is available in the Archival Library 


of the Academy at New Delhi. He was responsible for the establishment of the famous artist Damerla Rama 
Rao (1897-1925) Memorial Art Gallery and Art School at Rajahmundry. 


Prof.Appa Rao was a popular writer of Science books in Telugu. His Publications ‘Aakasam’ 
(Astronomy) and ‘Paramanu Sakti’ (Atomic Energy) won awards from the Central Government and io 
State Government. The Atomic Energy book was translated into Urdu. His other Publications were ‘Vyasavali’ 
(Essays on Science, Astrology and Esoteric Subjects) and ‘Nritya Sangeetha Vyasa Ratnavali’ (Essays on 
Classical Dance, Classical Music and Science of Music). 

Prof.Appa Rao became a Close friend and Sambandhi of Gurudev Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri 
(1888-1950), an Eminent Telugu Literary Critic, Epigraphist and Orientalist of South India. In the company of 
Sri Sastri he became an ardent Follower and Practitioner of Bhrikta Rahita Taraka Raja Yoga of Master CVV 


(1868-1922), Kumbakonam (www.mastercvv.com ). He recorded Several Case Histories of People Suffering 
from Chronic and Terminal Diseases being Treated and Cured by Sri Veturi Prabhakara Sastri through the 


Practice of Master C.V.V. Yoga at Chennai and Tirupati. 
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LIST OF BOOKS BY PROF.VISSA APPA RAO 


AVILABLE ON INTERNET ARCHIVE.ORG 


1. Archana ( Vissa Apparao) : Vissa Appa Rao (Junior) : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : 


Internet Archive 


https://ia801505.us.archive.org/4/items/archana-vissa-apparao/Archana %28 Vissa 
Apparao%29.pdfhttps://ia801505.us.archive.org/4/items/archana-vissa-apparao/Archana %28 





Vissa Apparao%29. pdf 





Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive 


https://ia803109.us.archive.org/21/items/nrtyasangitavyasaratnavali/Nrtya%2C sangita 
vyasaratnavali.pdf 


5. Full text of "Ksetrayya Padamulu" - Internet Archive: Digital ... 
http://www.archive.org/stream/ksetrayyapadamul020862mbp/ksetrayyapadamul020862mbp_dijvu.txt 


6. Ksétrayya Padamulu by Vissa Appa Rao 
http://www.worldcat.org/title/ksetrayya-padamulu/oclc/23438753 


7. Vyasavali by Prof.Vissa Appa Rao https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.387709 


8. https://ia801609.us.archive.org/28/items/in.ernet.dli.2015.387709/2015.387709.Vyasavali.pdf 





9. Intermediate Practical Physics : Andhra University. : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : 
Internet Archive 


10. 

Tyagaraja's date of birth - PressReader 

https://www.pressreader.com > india > the-hindu 

Jul 23, 2008 — The help of eminent Telugu scholar Prof Vissa Appa Rao was sought and his 
suggestions were also incorporated. In all 565 songs of ... 
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12. TWO HISTORICAL PAPERS ON KUCHIPUDI SCHOOL OF DANCE By Prof. Vissa Appa Rao ( 1958 


And 1962) : Vissa Appa Rao (Junior) : Free Download, Borrow, and Streaming : Internet Archive 
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13. TWO HISTORICAL PAPERS ON KUCHIPUDI SCHOOL OF DANCE by Prof.Vissa Appa Rao (1958 and 
1962).pdf (archive.org) 


14. VERSATILE GENIUS — SRI VISSA APPA RAO by VISSA LALITA (From Yoga Life of Vissas Practicing 
Bhrukta Rahita Taraka Raja Yoga: Pages 153-166) Second Edition of Yoga Life Of Vissas Practicing 
Bhrikta Rahita Taraka Raja Yoga : Vissa Appa Rao (Junior) : Free Download, Borrow, and Streamin 
: Internet Archive 


15. Saint Tyagaraja Keertanas: Saint Tyagaraja* Keertanas were composed in Telugu and Sanskrit. As 
his literature was available in Telugu only, the Tamil language South Indians while singing the 
Keertanas were giving importance for Raga and Tala only while they were not able to pronounce the 
Telugu words Properly. Their singing was detrimental to the Sahitya of Tyagaraja. Examples: ‘Endu 
taaginado’ for ‘Endu Daaginado’; ‘Raa raa RavikalaSoma’ for ‘Raa raa Ravikula Soma’; ‘Manavyalakim 
parra datte’ for ‘Manavyalakimpa raadate’ etc. To Educate the Telugu, Tamil and other language 
speakers Sri Appa Rao intended to get a Complete Collection of Sri Tyagaraja Keertanas and publish 
them with Complete Explanation of their Meaning (Vyakhyanam for the Sahitya). In Rajahmundry 
the Zamindar of Kandregula Established One Gautami Vidyapeetham and Sri Appa Rao started a 
Madras Committee for the Vidyapeetham in 1946. This Madras Committee had many well-known 
members including Justice Sri P.V.Rajamannar. The Committee published many books and one of 
them was the Tyagaraja Keertanas with a Vyakyanam by Sri Kalluri Veerabhadra Sastri. Another 
Publication was ‘Rare and unpublished Keertanas of Tyagaraja with Musical Notations in English’. 
Tyagaraja Keertanas with Meaning and Commentary by Sri Kalluri Veerabhadra Sastri Published by 
Sri Vissa Appa Rao in 1948 and a Facsimile Edition Reprinted in 2017+ Sri Kalluri Veerabhadra Sastri 
was a Pandit well versed in Puranas and was supported by Sri Appa Rao. All the initial 1948 Print Run 
copies of Tyagaraja Keertanas were exhausted in a very short period. Many persons used to write to 
Sri Appa Rao asking for the availability of the same. Due to some reasons Sri Appa Rao could not get 
the Publication Reprinted. But in 1985 according to a Resolution of the Madras Committee the Copy 
Right for the Publication has been handed over to Sri Kalluri along with the Blocks of the Publication 
for a Republication. Unfortunately the Reprint could not materialise till 1975 when Sri Kalluri 
republished the same in a different Format in Two Volumes with Subsidy from the Tirumala Tirupati 
Devasthanam. 4+ 


A Saint Tyagaraja (4th May 1767 - 6th January1847) was a Devotee of Rama and one of the greatest 
Vaggeyakaras of Karnatik Music. +All the Revised Edition Copies of Tyagaraja Keertanas were sold 
out in due course of Time. A Facsimile Edition of the Original Publication was reprinted in 2017 by 
the Courtesy of Dr.Prasanna Kumar Ayyagari and Dr.Raghurama Rao of Visakha Cultural 
Association, Visakhapatnam. 
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